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applying a sound to the subject's ear and a sound 
detector for detecting the sound returned from 
the subject's inner ear in response to the sound. 
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1 claim: 

1. Apparatus for testing hearing, comprising a sound source for applying a sound to a subject's ear, and a 
sound detector for detecting the sound returned from the subject's inner ear in response to said sound, 
characterised in that said sound source produces a sequence of sounds constituting a maximum length 
sequence (MLS), a variant of such a sequence or a variant of a similar sequence. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the sequence is a Legendre sequence, an M-pulse sequence 
or a De Bruijn sequence. 

3. A method of testing hearing, wherein sound is applied to a subject's ear and the sound reflected from 
the subject's inner ear is detected, characterised in that the sound sequence constitutes a maximum 
length sequence (MLS), a variant of such a sequence or a variant of a similar sequence. 

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein the sequence is a Legendre sequence, an M-pulse sequence 
or a De Bruijn sequence. 

5. A method according to claim 3, wherein two sequences are used simultaneously. 

6. A method according to claim 3, wherein two ears are tested simultaneously. 

7. Apparatus for testing, hearing, comprising a sound source for applying to a subject's ear a sequence 
constituting a maximum length sequence (MLS), a variant of such a sequence or a variant of a similar 
sequence, a sound detector for detecting the sound responses returned from the subject's inner ear, the 
sequence of sounds being applied at a rate between sounds which is less than the durations of the sound 
responses, whereby the output of the detector is a waveform containing but not resembling the sequence 
of sound responses produced by the applied sequence of sounds, and an electronic means for recovering 
the sequence of sound responses from the waveform output from the detector. 

8. Apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the electronic means acts to deconvolute the waveform output 
from the detector. 

9. Apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the rate at which the sequence of sounds is applied to the 
subject's ear is greater than 50 sounds per second. 

10. Apparatus according to claim 9, in which the rate is at least 500 sounds per second. 
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